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The NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture is 
an informal network of organizations and indi-
viduals dedicated to enhancing the social, eco-
nomic and environmental sustainability of agri-
culture in New Hampshire. The Coalition brings 
together members of the farm community and the 
non-farming public with agricultural conserva-
tion and community development professionals 
to implement a shared vision: 

Agriculture is a valued and vital part of New 
Hampshire’s economy, environment and communities. 
A dynamic agriculture makes New Hampshire a better 
place to live, work and visit. The future of agriculture in 
New Hampshire depends on profitable farms that can 
nurture families and be passed on to future generations. 

The Coalition recognizes that keeping good 
agricultural land available and affordable is 
essential if farming is to stay viable in New 
Hampshire. This guide provides information 
and educational resources about land conserva-
tion to specifically address the needs of working 
farm families. 

It was written in the winter of 2002. Readers 
should be aware that laws and grant programs 
will change over time. The guide summarizes 
main ideas, and offers details only as examples, 
in order that readers might be aware of common 
issues and be able to locate resources providing 
up-to-date information. 

The purpose of this guide is to help farm fam-
ilies identify questions to discuss with their agri-
cultural, legal, financial and conservation advi-
sors. All landowners considering a conservation 
easement on their farms should take advantage 
of professional expertise early in the process. 
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